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Club Web Sites: http://www.rockymtnsaabclub.com 
http://autos.groups.yahoo.com/group/rmsaab 

To send email to Group: rmsaab@yahoogroups.com 
To send email to Pres: jerry@milehibodyshop.com  

To send email to Editor: cstoyer@interpex.com 

From your Club President 

Holiday season is a special time of the year. 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year’s week-
end instills a festive feeling in all of us. Most of us 
will enjoy the company of our very best friends, 
sharing recipes, stories, memories, wine, watch-
ing football, taking off work,….and the list goes 
on. If we overlook the commercialism of the sea-
son, it is a wonderful time of the year. To me it 
wraps up the past year with a wonderful feeling. 
It vividly reminds me that another year has rap-
idly past. At times, I recall my memory to what I 
have accomplished in the past year and also what 
I did not accomplish. Like a New Year’s resolu-
tion, I aspire myself to foresee and motivate my-
self to do next year what I did not do last year. 
With what I did not do last year and the list of 
new tasks for next year, it looks like I have a 

very busy year ahead of me.  
 
2011 has been a fun year for our club. I want to 
thank all of us who participated in making our 
club fun. We can always do more. Saab, at this 
time, seems to have a few directives and unsure 
where it is going. No matter where Saab corpo-
rate goes, there will always be Saab enthusiasts, 
like ourselves. This is what makes our club and 
other clubs strong. I have truly enjoyed meeting 
and knowing all of you over the past and looking 
forward to many more years of friendship.  
 
Happy Holidays!!  Drive safe, good health and 
see you next year  
Jerry Danner, President 
(Photo by Charles Stoyer) 
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RMSC Minutes October 11th 2011  
by Larry Beetham  (Photos by Charles Stoyer) 

Jerry welcomed us, noting that we had some exciting activities 
to cover and welcomed new members Paul Romano and Pete,  
who started with an ’85 900S in Europe and now has a 2000 
Viggen.  

Bruce Harbison gave a status on the project cars that we are 
clearing out since we have not had interest in the larger pro-
jects.  He has been working on the ‘69 96 Deluxe and has been 
taking pictures, replaced the water pump & pressure washed it, 
it needs tires and fluids in brakes and clutch.  Discussion in the 

group about the advantages of the 1969 and the Deluxe model, 
that it has a better engine and tranny than in 68, many mem-
bers consider this the best year and the best model of the 96’s.  
We have had interest from at least 1 club member and 1 out of 
state member.  Bruce also mentioned that Project Red Bull, the 
bullnose 96 has a member show tentative interest. 

David Snider had a story about his brother’s old 99 and a bro-
chure on 99 technical details that he shared with us, triggering 
other members memories of the brochures they had of their 
models. 

Greg Russell had pictures of his 68 Sonett & Jerry’s 2 stroke 
together from years ago. 

New club member Paul Romano stated he is a Saab “cheater” 

as he presented the story and pictures of a rescued 1972 Sonett 
body which is on a different chassis with a supercharged Ford 
500 HP engine.  His friend Mark had built this car for open-
road racing and succeeded in getting a Nevada highway closed 

for an organized 94 mile race. Paul started racing in 1955 and 
after several wins he achieved a top speed of 200 MPH on 
highway 285 from Big Bend to Stockton on April 22nd, 2006, 
averaging 161 MPH over the 90 mile race.  Jimmy & Tom had 
met him at a LeMay museum tire-kicking a few months back 
when he mentioned that he has a 200 MPH Saab, Paul also 
stated the he is very impressed with the enthusiasm in our 
club. 

Jerry Danner mentioned Gary Stottler’s love of 99s, between 
his dad & him they’ve had 45 Saabs, and recounted the BBQ 

get-together with him and club members at his house in late 
July when Gary was in town. 

Last week or 2 was the annual RMSC fall drive through the 
South Park area with several of the club members.  Jerry had 
pictures of all the convertibles, V4s, a beautiful ‘66 Sunroof 
Monte Carlo, other cars and members on the drive and at the 
restaurant.  The drive took them west from Sedalia to the south 
fork of the South Platte through the Hayman fire area and end-
ed up at the Buck Snort Saloon in Sphinx Park, near Pine 
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Junction and Shaffer's crossing. 

Jerry showed many pictures of Steve Tebo’s collection of his 
350+ cars and he hopes that we will be able to have a future 
club tour there.  

After a short break Jerry gave a summary of this year’s SOC11 
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he made the trip to the SOC, 1800 mi each way.  The theme this 
year was driving the classic 900 convertible and though Victor 

Mueller wasn’t able to make it, there was quite a bit of Saab 
management participating and there were 290 registered at-

tendees.  RMSC hosted the best fleet contest and our Dave Snid-
er won 3rd place.  Steve Rossi was the speaker for the Friday 
night dinner and presented on the design process of the original 
convertibles and Jerry stated that 30 pounds of potatoes were 
launched via the potato gun!  Next year’s convention will be in 
Iowa City, Iowa on Aug 2nd to the 5th.        

Jerry also mentioned that on Thursday Aug 17, Tom Donney set 
the world speed record in the 750 cc class at 107.443 MPH in a 
‘67 Sonett, we are hoping to get more information on this by 
lining Tom up as a guest speaker for our December meeting.   

Darrell Christiansen covered today’s current Saab news, noting 
that everything could be different tomorrow.  Jerry awarded the 
trivia challenge cup to Bruce's team for their victory in the Au-
gust meeting’s contest and Dave Snider presented a picture 
board and discussed the modification of his older 99 to accom-
modate a 16 valve head. 

Adjourned at 9:05 PM.  

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Larry Beetham 

 RMSC of Colorado - Secretary� 

RMSC Minutes October 11th 2011  
by Larry Beetham  (Photos by Charles Stoyer) Continued 
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Fall Drive 2011     
 

by Jerry Danner 

The Rocky Mountain Saab Club of Colorado held it’s Fall 
“Tour of the Aspens” Sunday October 2, 2011. This years 
tour sent us southwest of Denver. Twelve Saab’s with 21 

participants. Two vintage Saab’s were present. Tom & 

Avis Nelson brought their 1970 Blue 1970 
vintage racer. Andy & Ro Makil brought 
their gorgeous 1967 Green Monte Carlo. 
Charles brought his 1994 black classic CV 
which two days earlier he installed an en-
gine. The car did well. Tour route went south 
of Denver to Sedalia, right to the valley of 
the North Fork of the South Platte river to 
Decker’s, right at Decker’s north through the 
destructive land forest fires of Hayman and 
Buffalo Creek fire. Hayman fire started June 
8, 2002 which was Colorado’s largest forest 
fire consuming 138,114 acres. Buffalo Creek 
Fire happened May 18, 1996 consuming 
12,000 acres.  

 

The club ended the tour at the 
famous “Bucksnort Bar & 
Grille”. This rustic bar is a fa-
mous destination place for Bikers, 
Hikers, Car Clubs and anyone 
who wanted to get out of Denver. 
Located nestled in the woods with 
the only access is gravel road, this 
old west family restaurant serves 
an award winning Buck Burger 
along with an award winning 
“Antlers Ale” this made a great 
gathering place for the group.  
 
Visit www.thebucksnortsaloon.com for more information.. 
 

We continued another mile till we pulled off for a group 
picture. After the picture we all disbursed and we all went 
on our own way to finish our Sunday fun. 
 

We will see you in Spring for our Spring Drive. We will 
keep you posted.  
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The Birth of Just 4 Racing     
 

by Dan Bollschweiler (submitted by Jerry Danner ) 

It all started back in mid to late 1980's when we 
bought a 1980 900T with an 
overheated engine. I was 
working at a Saab dealership 
and had the opportunity to 
drive the new cars. I wanted 
the new16 V engine, so I 

went to Jerry Danner at Mile Hi Body Shop and he 
set me up with a 
new 16 V motor 
and an intercooler 
from a 9000 T. 
WOW the boost 
and power we 
had ! We headed 
to the Rocky 
Mountains to fine 
tune the car. 

 We tried a little 
street racing but that was not the type of racing I was 
looking for. (Crazy) 

A friend had a Mus-
tang GT and want-
ed to race me. 
Knowing his racing 
abilities, we headed 
to the drag strip and 
not the streets. He 
got the win light, but 
I had a faster ET 
and MPH. He would 

only run us once, LOL. 

Now I knew what I wanted to race against, the Amer-
ican muscle cars. The first few races, we had terrible 

wheel spin so we moved the power unit to the rear. 
We were then the 2nd fastest car in our class (street 
ET). The car was banned at the end of the season 
for (no rear engine design unless manufactured pro-

duced).  

Sitting in the shop, looking at all the broken transmis-
sions and engine, we were thinking of what to build 
next. 

Build a full on race car from the ground up. Let's do a 
Sonett, rear drive and front engine. Friends gave me 
a Turbo 350 auto trans and a ford 9" rear end to use. 
After 2 years of designing the car, we came back 
ready to race. 

We had to move up a racing class, (Pro ET). After 
racing down the track, people came to the pit and 
were shocked to see that we were running a 4 cylin-
der engine. Hence, the name, Just 4 was displayed 
on the doors. 
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The Birth of Just 4 Racing     
 

by Dan Bollschweiler (submitted by Jerry Danner—continued) 

Fred Schmidt from SAAB training told me I could not 
break a crank shaft in that motor (2.0L H block). So 
then we tried to prove him wrong. After evolving to 
an estimated 500 hp NOS Fogger system, with an 
82mm turbo charger, we never did break the bottom 
of the engine, Fred was right.  

My driver quit me in 1997.  I wrenched and drove 
“Just 4” for four more years. In 2001, after breaking 
the bank, paying for repairs, I parked the car. 

In 2008, I met a wonderful lady, Cathy, who liked me 
and enjoyed my company.  We were married in 
2011.  She also liked fast cars and racing.  I was in 
heaven.   

 We decided to take the car out of retirement. In 
2009 we found a driver, but unfortunately he only last 
about half the season.  I did not want to be overbur-
dened with the role of wrenching and driving again.  
We needed another driver.  Cooking dinner one 

night, Cathy said “What about me”?  I can be your 
driver. 

Cathy became my driver.  Having no experience in 
racing, I showed her the pointers to becoming a con-
sistent racer.  The last three years have been re-
markable.  She acquired her first trophy.  My Sonett, 
just a 2.0L 4 cyl engine competes with the muscle 

cars and the big iron.  There are many times Cathy 
passes the finish line side by side or ahead of her 
competition.  I love it!  The world of male ego’s get-
ting beat by a lady, doesn’t set well.  Cathy loves it!  
Cathy breaks it and I fix it! 

The fastest pass made was 9.99 at 140mph in the 
quarter mile.  

The first win was Sept. 7, 1997 in Pomona CA. 

 We had the opportunity to race in The Pinks All Out 
in 2010.  

In the 2011 season at Bandimere Speedway, our 
average pass was 12.0 sec at 116 mph, (no NOS) in 
the quarter mile. 

We placed 51st out of an est. 400 in the Pro ET 
Class. We were the only import power plant in the 
class competing with American muscle. 

Dan's Best Moments: Having all the folks coming to 
the pit and looking over the car, remembering the 
(one they used to drive).  

Cathy's Best Moments: Racing at Pueblo race track 
winning my first trophy, and then blowing up the rear 
end and the crowd gasping. 

Come join us at Bandimere Speedway in 2012, we 
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Our team – my-
self, Steve Davis 
and Verlyn 
Gregerson – set 
out to break a old 
records set by 
Dick Cartron and 
his team in 1963 
& 1964 and to 
establish a new 

Land Speed Record in a two stroke Saab. Dick set a per-
sonal best time of 103.560 mph in 1963, and a Land 
Speed Record 105.453mph in 1964. 

We arrived Friday am and began the long task of getting 
our car, a part 1967/1968 Saab Sonett II, loaded with a 
750cc two stroke motor, (our car must run as a 1968 to 
met the required 500 car production) through the safety 
inspections so we could run on the Salt Flats. We worked 
on the car till Sunday afternoon and finally had all in order 
and made a required “Rookie” run to be sure me and the 
car was safe for the Salt. 

We made two runs Sunday late afternoon that were about 
95+ MPH and from there we started to dial in our Saab 

two stroke.  

The current, 2011 
Land Speed Rec-
ord we were chas-
ing was 
96.683mph and 
was bumped to 
96.877 on Sunday 
by a 1959 Deutsch 
Bonnet named 
Bone Evil! with a 2 
cylinder 750cc 
motor 

We met the owner, Mark Brinker and his crew and we all 
decided….NOW WE HAVE A RACE! They were a good 
team from Houston Texas.  

On our first run Monday morning we ran a blistering 
100.458mph which surpassed the old record of 
96.683mph, which landed us with a date with History the 
next morning for our second “backup” run. At Bonneville 
you must run “down and back”, on two separate days, 
then if your average of the two runs exceeds the existing 
record, you now own a new record.  

On Tuesday AM we ran a conservative run of 97.479 to 
give us the new land speed record of 98.968MPH. 

Right: Tom with the new 98mph record….. 

But success never sleeps. We quickly swapped out the 
cylinder head to an experimental one we made with a 
much higher compression ratio and pealed off a run of 

101.653mph later that morning! Back to impound and a 
new attempt to “bump” our record on Wednesday am. 

Wednesday AM we made so more mods and smoked all 
the old records by going 109.574,mph for a new land 
speed record of 105.613mph! 

More mods and back on the track…..next run that after-
noon gave us a run of 108.671mph! Another recorded 
beater was in order for Thursday am for our “backup” run. 

Thursday AM we ran 106.215mph and said good 
enough……we now had set the land speed record THREE 
times! And our last one was 107.443mph. 

Right: 109 mph in a two-stroke Sonett….. 

We spent the rest of Thursday swapping out playing with a 

larger “prototype motor” and got up to 112.538mph for a 
max speed. With that we packed and headed home with 
our green little Saab and with all the goals we had set out 
to accomplish. 

On a final note, Lots of people came up to me to say they 
loved the Saab that we had, and Saab as a company, and 
that they wished Saab well. People always ask me which 
is the “Best Saab Ever Made”? My answer is always the 
same…..”the last one off the assembly line!”  

Today, as back in 1963 and 1967, Saab makes a great 
car…..go out and buy one and do what they are meant to 
do…..BE DRIVEN!” 

Thanks for reading…Safe Saab’in,  

Bonneville 2011  
by Tom Donney (submitted by Jerry Danner from Tom’s web site) 
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Another land speed record set by a 1996 Saab 900T of 
166.6 mph was set  by Brian O’Donnell from OEM Saab 
Repair, Parker Colorado at the “Texas Mile” held in Bee-
ville Texas October 23, 2011 in a 1996 Saab 900T. Brian 
O’Donnell holds the record and bragging rights to the 
“Fastest Saab” at the Texas Mile. Brian is a member the 
Rocky Mountain Saab Club of Colorado. 

The “Texas Mile” gives bragging rights to who can 
achieve the fastest time in a standing mile. Cars from all 
over the USA attend. There are cars that go faster and 
many, many more that go slower. You do not compete 
against other drivers, just yourself. Run for what it is 
worth. One person races at a time. The race track is held 
on a military runway 1 ½ mile long. One standing mile 
and ½ mile shut down area. This was a three day event 
held October 21st, 22nd & 23rd, 2011. Brian had 9 passes 

obtaining his record the last day of the event. Brian fil-
tered the results by automobile and 4 cylinder 2.0L engine. 
The result is he was the fastest Saab and came 3rd fastest 
in class. Brian achieved 29th in the class under 190 MPH. 
Brian towed his car over 2,000 miles to attend this event.  

Brian was around many fast brands of cars. Not many cars 
get up to 166.6 MPH. When Brian achieved 166.6 MPH 
and became the fastest Saab at the Texas Mile with a 2.0 L 
4cyl engine, it gave Saab a whole lot of respect with the 
power it produced. Brian immediately had many friends 
around his car asking him “what did you do?” Of course, 

Brian could not resist to share the stories many times. 

To obtain these speeds, it is obvious Brian Saab has been 

Texas Mile  
by Jerry Danner  
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modified. There is no stock Saab that can attain these 
speeds. Brian’s 1996 Saab 900T produces 472 HP with 
511 pounds of torque, the lower end of the engine has 
stock original pistons that had new rings & bearings in-
stalled 25,000 miles ago. Everything else has been modi-
fied. Heads ported and shaved, ENAN cams, GT-3071 
Garrett Turbo producing 30lbs of boost, Map Tune split 
header, Jack Stol’s 3” exhaust system, 85# injectors, 3.0 
bar MAP sensor and many suspension upgrades. Engine 
performance tuning was performed by John Williams of 
JZW Tuning (www.jzwtuning.com) to create the max per-
formance obtainable with the configuration of Brian’s 
Saab. Jerry Danner form Mile Hi Body Shop, Inc, was a 
sponsor.  

Brian’s thrills and comments are “What a thrill to look 
down the runway, open it up and go as fast as you can” – 
“It felt comfortable eating up real estate” – “My speedom-
eter  only goes to 155” – “After 1 mile, I was doing 5,800 

RPM in 5th gear. I still had more RPM to go. I wonder 
how fast I could of gone if the runway was 2 mile long-
er?” – “I shifted into 5th at the half mile mark. The first ¼ 
mile mark it seemed slow, at ½ mile mark the thrill start-
ed, at the ¾ mile mark I was moving and through the last 
¼ mile it seemed like it went by with the blink of an eye. 
WOW!!!” 

Brian did receive a ticket at the end of his run by someone 
official, however the ticket only verified the time ob-
tained, not a speeding citation. He had a very hard time 
doing the speed limit returning home.  

�
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xsw-AigN53I 

 

Texas Mile  
by Jerry Danner  
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C 900 Non-Turbo CV Odometer 
by Chris Kooman 

Fall Ride GPS Track 
by Charles Stoyer 


