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The next RMSC meeting will be held June 14th, 2005 at 7:00 PM.�� Jim Beetham will host the 
first part of the meeting at his new car wash in Golden.   Jim's business, A Better Car Wash, is 
located one block South of 6th Ave., on Heritage Road (the road to Heritage Square).   Jim has 
offered to wash RMSC members' cars, as well as giving a (mechanical) tour of his faciliti es. 
  For the rest of the meeting, we will move to the Old Capitol Gr ill  at 1122 Washington Ave. in 
old downtown Golden (303-279-6390).   We should have Committee Chairman reports from the 
BOD, with special emphasis on hosting a future convention and a preview of the RMSC History 
Project. 
 
 
SOC05 will be held August 11-14, 2005 at Stratton Mountain, VT, hosted by the New 
England SAAB Association.  Plans so far include seminars, a Rallyecross, Concours d’SAAB, 
People’s Choice Car Show, a Gimmick rallye, plus much fun, food and drink.  Please go to 
www.stratton.com for information about the location and accommodations.  The off icial website, 
www.saabconvention.org has most of the necessary information.  Several of our members have 
expressed interest in attending, so a caravan is in the planning stages to possibly link up with 
some other clubs and individuals.  Tom Nelson is hoping to have a caravan up-date at the 

meeting. Bruce �Official logo of SOC05© 
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Denver Stop for GM's " Auto Show in Motion"  by Tom Nelson 



 
  This was my first opportunity to attend the annual GM extravaganza held t Invesco Field.  Stan 
Beitscher had attended last year and encouraged me to go; and a few other RMSC members also 
attended.  All reported back that it was a really good time, similar to the Saab Proving Grounds 
event at Bandimere Speedway where many competing models were available to drive.  Of course 
this event at Invesco included all GM brands of cars and trucks and selected competing models to 
make a field of over 150 vehicles.  In the four-day run of the show you could possibly drive them 
all , I suspect. 
  Six Test Drive tracks were set up in the parking lots for all GM cars including all models of 
Saabs (but 9-7X just on display), along with Cadill ac, BMW 3 & 5 series, MB, Acura, Lexus etc.  
  The performance track had several Corvettes, 2 Caddy CTS-Vs with 6 speed transmissions, and 
2 GTOs.  Great fun there, ‘cause they let you really push these cars around for 2 laps with each 
turn at the wheel ��
�� Also included were truck tracks, two SUV tracks and the Hummer off-road course.  Participants 
also received lunch and a T-shirt - all for free, sponsored by your neighborhood GM dealers! 
  On Thursday I drove all the Saabs, Cadill acs, a BMW, and assorted others, but then went back 
Saturday to drive a few more cars I didn't get to on Thursday... so drove 18 in total, and Avis 
drove 2, the Corvette and a G6. (Tom and Avis are former Pontiac GTO owners-Ed.) 
  There were no lines at all at most vehicles (except the luxury vehicles where all the Saabs were 
located, and at the performance cars).  I drove the Corvette 6-spd, and Caddy CTS-V 6-speed- 
IMPRESSIVE WITH 400HP, SAME AS THE VETTE, but in a hot 4-dr sedan.  I li ked it so 
much, I drove it again��

�� I also drove several trucks, including the Canyon, Tundra, SSR - a truck, really?, H2 and Avis' 
favorite, the Cadill ac Escalade EXT.  (But she told everyone that would listen that nothing there 
compared to her 9-5 Aero Wagon). 
  I had thought the BMW was the best of the luxury cars, but then drove a 9-5 Aero sedan, and of 
course changed my mind. 
  One surprise was the inclusion of ALL the Saabs in the luxury arena.  It seems like they would 
have gotten better exposure for the 9-2X by putting it in an entry level class of cars where it 
would compare much more favorably. 
  This show is touring 30 major cities in North America; quite a production. Their staff is from 
all over - workers we talked to were from FL, Detroit, Chicago, and Toronto.  Tom 
 

Exotic Sports Car Show and Concours D’Elegance by Tom Nelson 
 
  The 22nd annual Cerebral Palsy Benefit Car Show in Littleton held Sunday, June 5th was a 
huge success by almost any standard with perfect weather, after a miserable wet 2 days 
preceding.  Arapahoe Community College even allowed the use of their big lawn, contrary to 
Saturday night's report that it was too wet.  Here's some summary info: 
 
1. Thanks to Karl Kingery, our Special Events director on the RMSC Board.  He did a fine job of 
organizing our RMSC participation in the show.  12 cars was a nice increase from the 8 cars we 
exhibited in 2004, plus we ended up with representative examples of all models from the mid 
60's to the mid 90's except for the 95 wagon.  Next year 16or more Saabs? When we hit 50 cars 
maybe we'll rate a spot with shade trees like the Porsche Club. 



 
2. Another big thanks to Bruce Harbison for running the concours judging, using the criteria from 
the SCNA/SOC.  It helps to have the national Saab Concours Chairman as one of our directors. 
Keep reading for a preliminary li st of the winners. 
 
3. Thanks to Paul Bottone who showed up with the new RMSC logo Ball Caps for everyone.  
They look great! 
 
4. Thanks to Bush for bringing the after-event refreshments. 
 
5. Congratulations to Jerry Danner for being awarded the "CP Judges’Favorite Saab" award for 
his remarkable 1967 96 stoker. 
 
6. Thanks to DJ Moore from Mile Hi for bringing his stunning 1987 Saab Convertible. The most 
curb appeal of any car there, in my opinion (ditto-Ed.). 
 
7. Thanks for getting Stan Beitscher and Dane Stevenson together for the big transfer of RMSC 
history for Dane's Project. 
 
8. Thanks to Don Palmer who picked up a new fuel pump, came to my house Saturday, installed 
it, and drove home and detailed Laura for the show.  Another ribbon for Laura due to Don's great 
work. 
 
9. Thanks to long time CP Show exhibitor Greg Russell  (his 7th CP car show) for showing his 
1968 Sonett V4 with our group and becoming our newest member��
�

10. Congratulations to Paul Callahan for winning 2 first places in 2 years with 2 different cars. 
 
11. And a Big Thanks to Jim Beetham who gave me enough pointers to get my SPG into the 
ribbons.  It proves that anyone can bring out the beauty in an old Saab, if I can do it with a car 
showing 248,000 miles with no recent attempt to detail it for a show since the SOC in Lake 
Tahoe in 1996. 
 
12. And, the preliminary li st of winners.......... 
 
  Class 1 - Models 96 & 97 (Sonett)  1st RMSC - Project Laura, 1970 96 2nd Miles Bendixson 
- 1972 Sonett III , 3rd Bush Quackenbush - 1973 Sonett III . 
 
Class 2 - Models 99 & Classic 900  1st Karl Kingery - 1988 Convertible, 2nd Tom & Avis 
Nelson - 1991 SAG, 3rd Dane Stevenson - 1994 Convertible. 
 
Class 3 - Models NG900 & 9000  1st Paul Callahan - 1995 900SE V6, 2nd Karl Kingery - 1997 
9000 Aero. 
�

Note: Jerry Danner's 1967 96 2-stroke and Bruce Harbison's 1977 99EMS were shown for 
display only. 



  And finally, thanks to all the other RMSC members who attended the show.  Seeing the 300 + 
outstanding cars with our Saabs in the middle made for a great day.  My opinion as a Board 
Member, and current President, is that we should grow our RMSC participation in this particular 
show.  It's more fun to be having our Saabs judged amongst a showing of fantastic machines that 
most of us can only dream about owning.  Tom 
 

9-7X Test Dr ive by Tom Nelson 
 
  Monday, June 6th was the day Mike Shaw Saab had a 9-7X for me to drive.  Actually, they had 
received 15 last week and 6 had been already sold.   The 2 in demo service today were both 
Linears.  From a 20-minute drive around southeast Denver here's my initial impressions: 
 
  This vehicle definitely has some ‘Saabness’ built i nto it.  Little touches here and there will 
remind one that it is a Saab, but the main thing is the driving feel.  It has the right kind of 
suspension and steering feel to the point that, if you were allowed to drive it blindfolded, I 
believe you would definitely say you were driving a Saab. 
 
I wanted to see what they had done ever since we had dinner with the 9-7X product manager at 
the Aero Academy, as he had expressed such enthusiasm for the great changes they were making 
to the Chevrolet Trailblazer platform.  Over all I believe it is a very pleasing vehicle.  Now I 
suppose I should drive the Chevy, GMC and Buick versions too, for comparison purposes. 
 
  However, for my needs it would not suff ice to get me to my remote elk hunting camps, or tow 
enough trailer to pull 4 horses, or have enough ground�clearance, or a dual speed transfer case.  
So it will regretfully not be in my final li st when I search for my next truck.  But for someone 
who thinks they need WAD and don't need to off-road, it's probably a great choice.  Tom 
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  One reason to buy a 9-7X is to use it to tow one’s classic Saab or racecar to the Saab Owners’ 
Conventions and thus get more points toward the Attendance Challenge. 
  My thanks to Tom Nelson for writing most of the articles in this newsletter, as I have been very 
busy with other matters recently.  To anyone who reads this newsletter, and is interested in 
helping SCNA, please let me know.  We are looking for a few good men and women, as the 
saying goes.  Most of the inherited problems are behind us (SCNA) and we are trying to move 
forward so members can better benefit from their membership. 
6$$%�:8/</' �



  For the 1977 Model year, the V-4 models gained three horsepower due to the installation of a 
new dual –throat carburetor.  The alternator now put out 55 amps. 
 
  This Newsletter’s Website recommendation is www.saabconvention.org.�


